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excursion to the Sanctuary to photocopy parts of this book for the use of additional supervising adults. 
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK 

Purpose of the Guide's Guide 

The Guide's Guide has been designed to assist you while you escort your group around Currumbin 

Wildlife Sanctuary. It contains specific information about each of the major exhibits you will encounter 

and also provides suggested questions or activities to heighten your group's awareness as they meet 

the range of animals on display at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Questions & Activities 

Suggested questions and activities are organised into three levels: Level one is most appropriate for 

younger students or those at an introductory level; level two is at an intermediate level and level three 

is most suitable for older students or those studying at a higher level 

Please note that these are only suggestions and are to be used at the guide's discretion. The levels 

have been assigned to give some indication of the degree of depth involved and once more, guide's 

judgment is advised. 

These questions and activities are indicated by the following symbols: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
OTHER SYMBOLS USED 
These symbols may appear on some of the information pages to assist you further: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level One Activity Level One Question 

Level Two Question Level Two Activity 

Level Three Question Level Three Activity 

Toilets near this location 

Signage featured at this exhibit 

Indicates an endangered 
species 
 

Included in Student Activity Book: 

LP indicates Lower Primary  

MP indicates Middle Primary  

UP indicates Upper Primary  

LS indicates Lower Secondary  

US indicates Upper Secondary 

 

Q1 

Q2 

Q3 A3 

A2 

A1 

E 

? 
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SUGGESTED ROUTE 
Please refer to the map on the following pages. 

(All references in this book refer to the map on the following page which has been modified.) 

 
The reference numbers in this guide have been organised to follow a direct path around the Sanctuary 
ensuring that all of the major exhibits featured at Currumbin are able to be seen by your group. Essentially, 
this path flows in an anti-clockwise direction. 

 
This anti-clockwise direction is reflected in this guide so that the order of the information pages follows 
the direction you will be taking. 

 

Groups can start at any point on the route and follow on from that point. This may be useful for very 

large groups who are breaking up into units which are smaller and more manageable. At the start of your 

exploration, station each group at a different exhibit, allowing space in between to avoid overlapping. 

 

Alternatively, smaller groups may choose to follow the activity timetable to include keeper talks at various 

exhibits. This is not recommended for groups over 30 students as access around exhibits is limited and 

there may not be enough room at the exhibit sites to accommodate for such large groups. 

 

Adult supervisors become the experts with the use of this detailed guide as you make your way around 

the Sanctuary grounds viewing our extensive native animal collection. 

 

LUNCH SITES 

Featured on the map are the amenities, the location of the education centre and also suggested lunch 

locations for groups bringing their own lunch. Some of these are sheltered; all are suitable for very large 

numbers of people and have rubbish bins located nearby. The large open area near the marshlands (the 

Aboriginal Dance area) is ideal as it is grassed and has seating and some tables available for your use. 

There are also covered tables located in our Wild Island childrenõs play area. 

 

FIRST AID 

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary has fully-trained First Aid Officers located in all areas of the grounds as well 

as first aid kits. Should you require first aid assistance please see any of our staff who will ensure an 

officer responds to your needs immediately. 

 

AMENITIES  

Toilet blocks are located at several sites in the grounds of the Sanctuary. These are also indicated on 

your map. Water fountains have also been placed around the park for the convenience of our visitors. 
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STORAGE 

We would suggest you bring trolley bags to store your lunches and water bottles, this way they are easy 

to move around the park. There are pegs located outside the education office for a small amount of 

bags. There are lockers available for hire at the Green Challenge kiosk area. Larger items such as coolers, 

first aid kits etc may be stored in the foyer of the education centre upon your request. 

 

ENQUIRIES & ASSISTANCE 

Should you have any enquiries regarding any aspect of our education service or the operation of the 

Sanctuary prior to your visit please contact our Education Officer who will provide you with the 

appropriate information. Once you have arrived at the Sanctuary our staff and volunteers will do their 

best to ensure your day is enjoyable. If you require any assistance or information, don't hesitate to ask 

and we will endeavour to fulfil the needs of you and your students. Our staff and volunteers are always 

available to assist our guests and we have a vast knowledge about the Sanctuary and the flora and fauna 

in our care. 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 

Payment for your excursion can be made in one of two ways: 

On the day of your excursion - we accept school cheques, credit card and cash.  

You can request to be issued an invoice - this needs to be settled within 30 days/end of month.  

Please note that education that choose to pay on the day required to be paid in one bulk transaction. 

National Trust and Green Guardian are not valid for entry during an education visit. 

STUDENT FAUNA PHOTOS 

This is a service exclusive to visiting school groups. Students can have their photo taken cuddling a koala 

or touching a snake. They are available at a discount rate, much lower than recommended retail prices. 

Bookings for this service are essential and must be made one week prior to your excursion. Photo 

payment can be made at turnstiles upon your arrival or can be an additional item on your invoice. 

If you have booked your photography session, please make sure you are on time. A Currumbin Wildlife 

Sanctuary staff member will meet you at this time and explain the procedure to students and how to 

approach & handle the animals correctly. We appreciate the assistance of adults with guiding students 

through, ensuring appropriate behaviour whilst waiting and while handling animals, general organisation 

and of course, assistance with hair is very helpful too! 

Photos may be collected from our retail shop as you exit the Sanctuary grounds at the end of your day. 

We hope student groups utilise and enjoy this unique experience and treasure your souvenir in times to 

come. 
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Pre Visit Activities 

Following are some suggestions for possible lessons before your excursion to Currumbin Wildlife 
Sanctuary. Many of these will suit a range of ages and abilities or can be modified to cater for your 
students' needs. 

¶ Research a variety of Australian animals either in a group or individually. Share your information 

with your class. 

 

¶ Select one particular animal you would like to see during your visit. Write a brief report giving 

the following details: common name, scientific name, physical description, food, habitat, 

reproduction, what you find it interesting about this animal and other interesting facts. 

 

¶ Compile a list of questions you'd like to ask Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary staff during your visit 
 

¶ Find out the difference between mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians. Write a list of 

characteristics for each then classify all of the Australian Animals your class has researched. 

 
 

¶ There are three different types of mammals. What are they? What is the difference between 

them? Classify all of the Australian mammals you know as either monotremes, placentals or 

marsupials. 
 

¶ Find out the difference between native species and introduced species. What impact have 

introduced species had on the environment? 

 

¶ Conduct a wildlife and/or plant life census of your school, backyard or local community.  

¶ How many different species did you find?  

¶ How many were native species?  

¶ How many were introduced species? 

¶ Classify how many birds, reptiles, mammals and amphibians live in the area you 

observed. 

¶ What did you notice about the habitats & food types preferred by the animals you 

found? 
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¶ There are a number of reasons an animal or plant may become extinct or endangered. Almost 

every time, it is due to something people have done (directly or indirectly). Research our 

endangered species in more depth. 

¶ Make a list of endangered Australian Animals. 

¶ Make a list of endangered Australian plants. 

¶ What caused those species to become extinct? 

¶ What is being done to protect them? 

¶ Research the impact of logging & wood chipping. 

¶ Research the impact of land clearing for development. 

¶ Research the impact of chemical use & secondary poisoning. 

¶ Research the impact of pollution of our waterways. 
¶ Research the impact of littering. 

¶ Research the impact of air pollution. 

¶ Research the Greenhouse Effect - what is it, what caused it, what can be done to 

try and fix the problem? 
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Post Visit Activities 

Below are some suggestions for possible lessons following your excursion to Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary. Many of 

these will suit a range of ages and abilities or can be modified to cater for your students' needs. 

¶ If you haven't done so already, conduct a wildlife census of your local area as described in the pre- visit 

activities then see below. 

If you did conduct a census, re-investigate your findings and complete the following: 

As a result of the knowledge gained from your visit to Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary 

and your previous learning about our environment, try some of these activities to 

assist the wildlife in your area. 

¶      Plant a native garden in a quiet, protected area. Monitor over time then re-

conduct your census. Has the amount of wildlife increased, decreased or 

stayed the same? 

¶      Provide nest boxes around your school in quiet, protected areas. Observe 

them over time and across the seasons. Who is living in your nest box? Have 

they any young? Describe their behaviour. 

¶ Organise a clean-up day with your class, year level or whole school. Clean up your school and even your 

local community. Don't forget to wear gloves and be very careful when you pick up the rubbish. The 

environment will thank you! 

¶ Start a diary and/or set yourself goals to change become a more environment-friendly school. Look 'through' 

the information you've been given on your own, with friends, your class or your family. Choose one thing 

you're going to do to start with. Keep track of your goal. When that becomes easy, try one more! 
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¶ What was your favourite animal you saw at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary?  

Try some of the following: 

Write a report about your animal. 

Complete a project about your 

animal. 

Write a poem describing the animal or your feelings 

about the animal. 

Write about why it is your favourite.  

Write a diary for that animal 

Write a story about that animal 

Draw a picture of that animal in its natural habitat. 

Sketch that animal 

Paint a picture of it 
Make a model of your favourite animal. 
 

¶ Organise a fund-raising project and donate the money to a wildlife organisation who work to 

protect native species. Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuaryõs Green Guardian Program, Land for Wildlife, 

Australian Koala Foundation, Save the Bilby Fund, RSPCA, WWF (World Wildlife Fund) are just a 

few.- There might even be research programs in your area you might choose to support. 

¶ Write letters to your local newspapers and magazines. Tell them how you feel about the 

environment and native flora and fauna. Teach other people about why we must protect our 

environment. 

¶ Write to your local council and state and federal governments explaining your point-of view 

about environmental issues and encourage them to use their position to support our native flora 

and fauna and look after the environment. 

TEACHERS 

Here are some useful websites that will help you with any work you are looking to do with this topic: 

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary - www.cws.org.au 

Flora for Fauna - www.floraforfauna.com.au/schools 

The Wild Ones, the children's education program of Wildlife Trust - www.thewildones.org 

Australian Koala Foundation - www.savethekoala.com 

World Wildlife Fund - www.wwf.org.au 

Queensland Museum - www.qm.qld.gov.au 

Australian Museum - www.amonline.net.au 

Landcare Australia - www.landcare.gov.au 
  

http://www.cws.org.au/
http://www.floraforfauna.com.au/schools
http://www.thewildones.org/
http://www.savethekoala.com/
http://www.wwf.org.au/
http://www.qm.qld.gov.au/
http://www.amonline.net.au/
http://www.landcare.gov.au/
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HISTORY OF CURRUMBIN WILDLIFE 

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary is probably most famous for its feeding of 

wild lorikeets each day. It seems fitting then that this is where is all 

began... 

 

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary covers an area of 27 hectares, all once 

privately owned by Alex Griffiths. Mr Griffiths was both a bee-keeper and market gardener, growing and 

selling a variety of flowers, particularly Gladioli, as a way of making his living. 

 

It was in 1947 that Mr Griffiths started feeding the wild Rainbow Lorikeets who were damaging his 

flowers when they fed on the sweet nectar they contained. To distract them from his crops he began 

feeding them at the exact same location they are still fed today. 

 

Word soon spread about this phenomenon, and as the number of visitors to the bird feeding grew, Mr 

Griffiths bought more land and started displaying other native Australian animals. Currumbin Wildlife 

Sanctuary was born. 

 

In 1976 Mr Griffiths donated his property to the National Trust of Queensland and the tradition of 

feeding the lorikeets and the commitment to the conservation and preservation of our unique native 

wildlife is continued on by our Wildlife Officers today. 

 

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary prides itself on its reputation of having the world's largest collection of 

Australian native animals as well as a very extensive collection of native plants (maintained through our 

own nursery program). We are also very proud of our dedication to native animals' on-going survival 

through public education, breeding programs, research programs and hospital services. 
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Lorikeet Arena 
Map Ref 1 

 

 

The feeding of the wild lorikeets, attracts visitors from all around the world to Currumbin Wildlife 

Sanctuary. We sometimes have trouble convincing our guests that they are not kept in a giant aviary at the 

Sanctuary! 

 

They spend their nights roosting in the trees at Burleigh and Coolangatta before flying out to the Hinterland 

during the day where there is a good supply of native flowers for them to feed upon. The lorikeets 

normally make a breakfast stop at the Sanctuary on their way out and then again in the afternoon before 

they return to the safety of the trees for the night. The feeding takes place every single morning and 

afternoon on every day of the year no matter what the weather conditions. In fact, it is in times of heavy 

rain that the most amount of lorikeets visit. Rain washes away their natural food source from native flowers. 

 

Lorikeets are nectivores; they use their brush-tipped tongue to mop up nectar from flowers such as 

Grevillia, Bottlebrush, Banksia, Melaleuca and Acacia. They will eat some seeds, fruit and vegetables but 

nectar is their main source of energy. 'People food/ such as bread, honey and water mixed together 

makes the birds sick which is why we encourage people NOT to feed wild animals. A lot of times 

people think they are helping but they may only be causing damage to the wildlife they are trying to help. 

 

We feed the lorikeets a special blend of honey, water and ôWombarooõ powder. This is a special formula 

that is healthy for the wild lorikeets and has been developed by our veterinary staff. 

 

Lorikeets are a flock bird. This means that they all fly together, eat together and sleep together. Lorikeets 

do not like to be on their own as it reduces their chance of survival. When there are many lorikeets flying 

together or roosting making a lot of noise together, it becomes very confusing for predators such as birds 

of prey and cats. Usually during the lorikeet feed you will experience these 'fright flights'. When feeding, 

some lorikeets remain in the trees to act as lookouts for the flock. 

 

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary feeds two species of lorikeet: 

¶ RAINBOW LORIKEET - brightly coloured red, blue, green, orange and yellow bird.  

¶ SCALY-BREASTED LORIKEET - smaller green bird with yellow flecks on its chest. 

 

Please note that as the lorikeets are completely wild, we 

cannot guarantee their numbers. The quantity of lorikeets 

depends on many factors including season, weather, 

availability of food in the wild and the presence of natural 

predators in the local area. Whilst the sanctuary offers food 

to the lorikeets each morning and afternoon, it is up to them 

whether they choose to come in to the sanctuary to feed. 

 


