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HOWTQJSE THIS BOOK

Purpose of the Guide's Guide

The Guide's Guide has been designed to assist you while you escort your group araumchi@u

Wildlife Sanctuary. It contains specific information about eaitie afajor exhibits you will encounter

and also provides suggested questions or activities to heighten your group's awareness as they meet
the range of animals on display at Currariildlife Sanctuary.

Questions & Activities

Suggested questions and activities are organised into three levels: Level one is most appropriate for
younger students or those at an introductory Ieleslel two is at an intermediate level and level three

is most suitable for older students or those studying at a higher level

Please note that these are only suggestions and are to be used at the guide's discretion. The levels
have been assigned to giverse indication of the degree of deptimvolved and once more, guide's
judgment is advised.

These questions and activities are indicated byfdlimving symbols:

Level One Question Level One Activity
Level Two Question LevelTwoActivity

Level Three Question Level Three Activity

OTHER SYMBOLS USED
These symbols may appear on some of the information pages to assist you further:

Indicates an endangered Toilets near this location

Signagdeatured at this exhibit I..l Included inStudent Activity Book:
Y\ . .
LAndicates Lower Primary

MPindicates Middle Primary
UPindicates Upper Primary
LSindicates Lower Secondary
USindicates Upper Secondary
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SUGGESTED ROUTE
Please refer to the map on the following pages.
(All references in this book refer to the map on the following page which has been modified.)

The reference numbers in this guide have been organised to follow a direcapathd the Sanctuary
ensuring that all of the major exhibits featured at Currumbin are able to be seen by your group. Essentially,
this path flows in an artlockwise direction.

This anttlockwise direction is reflected in this guide so that the omfethe information pages follows
the direction you will be taking.

Groups can start at any point on the route and follow on from that point. This may be useful for very
large groups who are breaking up into units which are smaller and more manage#isestatt of your
exploration, station each group at a different exhibit, allowing space in between to avoid overlapping.

Alternatively, smaller groups may choose to follow the activity timetable to include keeper talks at various
exhibits. This is notaemmended for groups over 30 students as access around exhibits is limited and
there may not be enough room at the exhibit sites to accommodate for such large groups.

Adult supervisors become the experts with the use of this detailed guide as you makeayaround
the Sanctuary grounds viewing our extensive native animal collection.

LUNCH SITES

Featured on the map are the amenities, the location of the education centre and also suggested lunch
locations for groups bringing their own lunch. Soméhese are shelteredill are suitable for very large

numbers of people and have rubbish bins located nearby. The large open area near the ma(tidands
Aboriginal Dance argds ideal as it is grassed and has seating and some tables available foreyour us
There are also covered tables | ocated in our Wld

FIRST AID

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary has-frdiyed First Aid Officers located in all areas of the grounds as well
as first aid kits. Should you require first aidtassis please see any of our staff who will ensure an
officer responds to your needs immediately.

AMENITIES
Toilet blocks are located at several sites in the grounds of the Sanctuary. These are also indicated on
your map. Water fountains have also beearted around the park for the convenience of our visitors.
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STORAGE

We would suggest you bring trolley bags to store your lunches and water bottles, this way they are easy
to move around the park. There are pegs located outside the education office émnall amount of

bags. There are lockers available for hire at the Green Challenge kioséargezatems such as coolers,

first aid kits etc may be stored in the foyer of the education centre upon your request.

ENQUIRIES & ASSISTANCE

Should you have any enquiries regarding any aspect of our education service or the operation of the
Sanctuary prior to your visit please contact @ducationOfficer who will provide you with the
appropriate informationOnce you have arrived at the Samaty our staff and volunteers will do their
best to ensure your day injoyable If you require any assistance or information, don't hesitate to ask
and we will endeavour to fulfil the needs of you and your students. Our staff and volunteers are always

awailable to assist our guests and we have a vast knowledge about the Sanctuary and the flora and fauna
in our care.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

Payment for your excursion can be made in one of two ways:

On the day of your excursionwe accept school cheques, credit card and cash.

You can request to be issued an invoicthis needs to be settled within 30 days/end of month.
Please note that education that choose to pay on the day required to be paiderbulk transaction.
National Trust and Green Guardian are not valid for entry during an education visit.

STUDENT FAUNA PHOTOS

This is a service exclusive to visiting school groups. Students can have their photo taken cuddling a koala
or touching a snakeél'hey are available at a discount rate, much lower than recommended retail prices.
Bookings for this service are essential and must be made one week prior to your excursion. Photo
payment can be made at turnstiles upon your arrival or can be an additeanain your invoice.

If you have booked your photography session, please make sure you are on time. A Currumbin Wildlife
Sanctuary staff member will meet you at this time and explain the procedure to students and how to
approach & handle the animals cectly. We appreciate the assistance of adults with guiding students
through, ensuring appropriate behaviour whilst waiting and while handling animals, general organisation
and of course, assistance with hair is very helpful too!

Photos may be collected fra our retail shop as you exit the Sanctuary grounds at the end of your day.

We hope student groups utilise and enjoy this unique experience and treasure your souvenir in times to
come.
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Opening Hours:

Bam to 5pm

Closed Chiistmas Day
ANZAC Day 1pm - Spm
Tei- 1300 886 511

Location:

28 Tomewin Street, Currumioln, Gold Coest, 20
minutes scuth of Surfers Paradise, 10 minutes
north of Coolangatta and Just 1 hour south of
Brisbane via the M1.

Transport Options:

Visit the Transink joumey planner at
waWIransink.com.au or call 13 1230,

Tel: 1300 886 511
WWW.CWS.0rg.au

Shows & Times

Time AcCtvty Map Ref

9:30am Didgeridoo Show

10:00am Crocodie Photos Opposke 1
10:30am  Totally Wild & Snakes Alive 25
11:10am Echidna Tak 23
11:30am  Free-Flight Bird Show 26
1245pm  Dingo Tak 99
1:00pm Totally Wild & Snakes Alive 25
1:40pm Wombat / Koak Tak 30
2:00pm Free - Flight Bird Show 2
2:45pm Crocodile Encounter 39
3:15pm Kangaroo Feecing

3:30pm Aoorignal Dancers

4:00pm Lorikeet Feeding

Bird Feeding
Feealng only NO TAIK from $0.0.00

8:30am Forest fringe Aviary Feeding 13
2.00pm Rainforest Aviary Feedng 36
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Pre Visit Activities

Following are some suggestions for possible lessons before your excursion to Currumbin Wildlife
Sanctuary. Many of these will suit a range of ages and abilities or can be modified to cater for your
students' needs.

1

Research a variety of Australian aniefier in a group or individually. Share your information
with your class.

Select one particular animal you would like to see during yourWisie a brief report giving
the following details: common name, scientific name, physical description, fadxtah
reproduction whatyou find it interestingbout this animalnd other interesting facts.

Compile a list of questions you'd like to ask Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary staff during your visit

Find out the difference between mammals, birds, reptdad amphibians. Write a list of
characteristics for each then classify all of the Australian Animals your class has researched.

There are three different types of mammals. What are they? What is the difference between
them? Classify all of the Australian mammals you know as either monotremes, placentals or
marsupials.

Find out the difference between native species and introducpdcies. What impact have
introduced species had on the environment?

Conduct a wildlife and/or plant life census of your school, backyard or local community.
1 How many different species did you find?
1 How many were native species?
I How many were introducedpecies?
9 Classify how many birds, reptiles, mammals and amphibianm lthe area you
observed.

1 What did you notice about the habitats & food types preferred by the animals you
found?
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9 There are a number of reasons an animal or plant may becametex endangered. Almost
every time, it is due to something people have done (directly or indirectly). Research our
endangered species in more depth.

1 Make a list of endangered Australian Animals.

Make a list of endangered Australian plants.

What causedhose species to become extinct?

What is being done to protect them?

Research the impact of loggingaod chipping.
Research the impact of land clearing for development.

Research the impact of chemical use & secondary poisoning.
Research the impact pbllution of our waterways.
Research the impact of littering.

Research the impact of air pollution.

= —a-a_-a -4 -4 -4 -2 -1

=

Research the Greenhouse Effeuwthat is it, what caused it, what can be done to
try and fix the problem?
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Post VisitActivities

Beloware some suggestions for possible lessons following your excursion to Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary. Many of
these will suit a range of ages and abilities or can be modified to cater for your students' needs.

1 If you haven't done so alreadyonduct a wildlife census of your local area as described in thevisi
activities then see below.

If you did conduct a census,iavestigate your findings and complete the following:

As a result of the knowledge gained from your visit to Curriwildfife Sanctuary
and your previous learning about our environment, try some of these activities to
assist the wildlife in your area.

1 Plant a native garden in a quiet, protected area. Monitor over time then re
conduct your census. Has the amount afdlife increased, decreased or
stayed the same?

1 Provide nest boxes around your school in quiet, protected areas. Observe
them over time and across the seasons. Who is living in your nest box? Have
they any young? Describe their behaviour.

1 Organise alearup day with your class, year level or whole school. Clean up your school and even your
local community. Don' forget to wear gloves and be very careful when you pick up the rubbish. The
environment withank you!

9 Start a diary and/or set yourselatyato changdecome a moreenvironmenfriendlyschool Look 'through'’
the information you've been given on your own, with friends, your class or your family. Choose one thing
you're going to do to start with. Keep track of your goal. When that becorsgstiseone more!
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1 What was your favourite animal you saw at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary?
Try some of the following:
Write a report about your animal.
Complete a project about your

animal.

Write a poem describing the animal or your feelings TH
aboutthe animal. @

Write about why it is your favourite. 2 )
Write a diary for that animal GI’@@H Guqrdlan

Write a story about that animal
Draw a picture of that animal in its natural habitat.
Sketch that animal

Paint a picture of it
Make a model of your favourite animal.

9 Organisea fundraising project and donate the money to a wildlife organisation who work to
protect native species Cur rumbin Wil dlife Sanct uWlidifeds Gr ece
Australian Koala Foundation, Save the Bilby Fund, RSPCA, WWF (WerlEundldéire just a
few.- There might even be research programs in your area you might choose to support.

1 Write letters to your local newspapers and magazidedl themhow you feel about the
environment and native flora and faufi@ach other people abouwhy we must protect our
environment.

9 Write to your local council and state and federal governments explaining yowopoietv
about environmental issues and encourage them to use their position to support our native flora
and fauna and look after tlevironment.

TEACHERS

Here are some useful websites that will help you with any work you are looking to do with this topic:

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuamyww.cws.org.au

Flora for Fauravww.floraforfauna.com.au/schools

The Wild Ones, the children's education program of Wildlife -Twysiv.thewildones.org
Australian Koala Foundatiomww.savethekoala.com

World Wildlife Fund www.wwf.org.au

Queensland Museurwww.gm.qgld.gov.au

Australian Museusrwww.amonline.net.au

Landcare Australiavww.landcare.gov.au
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HISTORY OF CURRUMBIN WILDLIFE

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary is probably most famous for its feedi
wild lorikeets each day. It seems fitting then that this is where is all
began...

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary covers an area of 27 hectares, all x
privately owned by AlexGriffiths. Mr Griffiths was both a Hezeper and market gardener, growing and
selling a variety of flowers, particularly Gladioli, as a way of making his living.

It was in1947 that Mr Griffiths started feeding the wild Rainbow Lorikeets who were danagin
flowers when they fed on the sweet nectar they contained. To distract them from his crops he began
feeding them at the exact same location they are still fed today.

Word soon spread about this phenomenon, and as the number of visitors to the ledthtegrew, Mr
Griffiths bought more land and started displaying other native Australian agiowalgabin Wildlife
Sanctuary was born.

In 1976 Mr Griffiths donated his property to the National Trust of Queensland and the tradition of
feeding the lorikeets and the commitment to the conservation and preservation of our unique native
wildlife is continued orby our Wildlife Officers today.

Currumin Wildlife Sanctuary prides itself on its reputation of having the world's largest collection of
Australian native animals as well as a very extensive collection of native plants (maintained through our
own nursery program). We are also very proud of @edication to native animals' @oing survival

through public education, breeding programs, research programs and hospital services.
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Lorikeet Arena
Map Ref 1

The feeding of the wild lorikeetttracts visitors from all around the world to Currumbin Wildlife
Sanctuary. We sometimes have trouble convincing our guests that they are not kept in a giant aviary at the
Sanctuary!

They spend their nights roosting in the trees at Burleigh and Catzldefare flying out to the Hinterland
during the day where there is a good supply of native flowers for them to feed upon. The lorikeets
normally make a breakfast stop at the Sanctuary on their way out and then again in the afternoon before
they returna the safety of the trees for the night. The feeding takes place every single morning and
afternoon on every day of the year no matter what the weather conditions. In fact, it is in times of heavy
rain that the most amount of lorikeets Migin washesway their natural food source from native flowers.

Lorikeets are nectivores; they use their btigied tongue to mop up nectar from flowers such as

Grevillia, Bottlebrush, Banksia, Melaleuca and Acacia. They will eat some seeds, fruit and vegetables but
nectar is their main source of energy. 'People feadh as bread, honey and water mixed together

makes the birds sick which is why we encourage people NOT to feed wild animals. A lot of times

people think they are helping but they may only be causinmgadpe to the wildlife they are trying to help.

We feed the |l orikeets a special bl end of honey,
that is healthy for the wild lorikeets and has been developed by our veterinary staff.

Lorikeets are aoftk bird. This means that they all fly together, eat together and sleep together. Lorikeets
do not like to be on their own as it reduces their chance of survival. When there are many lorikeets flying
together or roosting making a lot of noise togethdre@omes very confusing for predators such as birds

of prey and cats. Usually during the lorikeet feed you will experigmese'fright flights'. When feeding,

some lorikeets remain in the trees to act as lookouts for the flock

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctydeeds two species of lorikeet:
1 RAINBOW LORIKEREghtly coloured red, blue, green, orange and yellow bird.
1 SCALBREASTED LORIKEfm&ller green bird with yellow flecks on its chest.

Please note that as therikeets are completely wild, we
canrot guarantee their numbers. The quantity of lorikeets
depends on many factors including season, weather,
availability of food in the wild and the presence of natural
predators in the local area. Whilst the sanctuary offers food
to the lorikeets each mormgrand afternoon, it is up to them
whether they choose to come in to the sanctuary to feed.
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